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A Message From The Editor ...

The summer is always extremely busy for 
the ACO’s adult volunteers – and this year 
even more so – with camps, expeditions 
and the air cadets’ 70th anniversary 
celebrations.  

Events attended by cadets and staff up 
and down the country have brought 
the organisation well and truly into 
the public eye and, in so doing,  have 
bolstered the ACO’s reputation as a 
leading youth organisation.  It has also 
laid the foundations for attracting new 
adult volunteers and cadets, helping the 
organisation towards achieving its aim of 
50,000 cadets by 2018.  

Aside from that, it’s business as usual 
reflecting the busy, dynamic and varied 
programme undertaken by cadets 
throughout the country.  There’s news 
of a major expedition to Africa plus ‘tried 
and tested’ tips on how to fundraise for 
expeditions; a comprehensive report 
on the ACO national band camp and 
your chance to win tickets to the Royal 
International Air Tattoo this July.
 
Air Cadet also has a new look, reflecting 
the new RAF branding guidelines, that will 
bring us closer to our parent service.  Let 
me know what you think …

Carol McCombe, Editor

Air Cadet is sponsored by:

Managing Editor: Denise Parker Housby   
email: hdcc@atc.raf.mod.uk  

Editor: Carol McCombe   
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but neither Warners plc nor the ACO can be held responsible 

for the accuracy of the information herein, or any consequence 
arising from it. Views expressed by contributors and customers 

might not reflect the views of the ACO.
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Breitling Jets display team, the world’s only 
professional civilian flight team performing on jets, 
visits RIAT this July with a special invitation for one 
lucky cadet. 

As a company, Breitling likes to encourage the aviators of 
the future and reward the hard work and commitment 
put in by the air cadets. As a result, the display team is 
delighted to offer a fantastic prize to one lucky cadet from 
the workforce at RIAT. That prize is a flight with the team in 
one of its L-39 jets; a “first” for the air cadets and Breitling. 

The lucky cadet will fly a formation aerobatic routine on 
the Friday before the show weekend of July 16 - 17 and 
will undoubtedly be the envy of their colleagues. A small 
group of cadets will be able to accompany their colleague 
for a meet-and-greet session with the team. Currently, RIAT 
at RAF Fairford is the only UK display for the Breitling Jet 
team this year. More information about the team can be 
found at http://www.breitling-jet- team.com
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Nineteen-year-olds 
Cadet Flight 
Sergeant Heidi Penn 

and Cadet Flight 
Sergeant Stephen 
Bird are both senior 

cadets with 2476 
(Hutton) Sqn which 

was recently judged 
the best squadron in Essex Wing. 

Heidi said: “I really enjoyed this evening, finding out 
about different Wings from their cadets and staff, in 
such beautiful and historic surroundings.” 

Stephen added: “It is an absolute honour to be 
here for the 70th anniversary. I have got so 

much out of the air cadets and it was a 
privilege to be among such important 
people including the Chief of the Air 
Staff.” For both cadets it was their first 
time in the Palace of Westminster 
which they described as “absolutely 

beautiful”.

Cadet Flight Sergeant Kelsey McSheffery 
from 393 (Finchley) Sqn in Middlesex Wing 

said: “Tonight there was brilliant food, an 
excellent atmosphere and it was great 
to see the Commandant, such a well 
known and respected lady, not only 
in the air cadets but in the wider RAF. 
It’s great to see a lady at the top of our 

organisation - it makes her a great role 
model for girls my age.”

After training more 
than a staggering 
1,000 young cadets 

to fly solo, one of 
the Air Cadets’ longest 

serving members has 
played a key role in the 
organisation’s historic 70th 
Anniversary celebrations.

It’s been a long journey 
for Group Captain Bill 
Walker, 82, of the Training 

Branch of the Royal Air Force 
Volunteer Reserve who began 

his cadet career in 1942 with the 
ATC. Joining the organisation just 
a year after its inception, Bill started 
his career in light blue at 1707 
(Dundee) Sqn. Group Captain Walker 
has continued his affinity with the air 
cadets ever since – going on to hold 
several different roles – many of which 
featured within the Air Cadet gliding 
fraternity - recognised as the largest 
gliding organisation in the world. 

At the end of last month, Bill joined 
fellow ACO members, MPs and 
supporters in celebrating the 70th 
anniversary of the ATC at a dinner held at 
The House of Commons, and sponsored 

by Cobhams.  

A letter from the Prime Minister, David Cameron, was read 
to the gathered audience. Few at the function hold such a 
varied and long CV of their time with the Air Cadets as Bill, 
who has travelled the length and breadth of the UK in his 
69 years of service. It is that sort of dedication to the cause 
that has seen Group Captain Walker fly in every glider that 
the ACO has ever had – an achievement which few will ever 
match.

Bill said: “I started out flying a Primary glider – it was just like 
flying a five-bar gate with wings – there was no fuselage 
– just a seat with wings. We would get up to about 100 ft 
on a bungee or winch launch. That set me off and I simply 
wanted to fly. Then I saw David Niven and Errol Flynn in 
the 1938 film Dawn Patrol and I joined the ATC and 
went on to spend a total of nine years in full time regular 
RAF service – I did my National Service with tours in the 
Middle East and later started the new Central Gliding 
School as a Flight Lieutenant. I loved every minute.” 

Outside of the Air Cadets, Bill has held prestigious roles 
in the world of aviation, including Vice-President of the 
British Gliding Association, a role which would later help 
him become President of Air Cadet Gliding. He was also an 
MP for 18 years and a television presenter. In 1997 he was 
recognised by his appointment as an Officer of the Order of 
the British Empire (OBE) and more recently he made history 
in the Air Cadets, as he became the first officer in the Training 
Branch of the RAF Volunteer Reserve to achieve the rank of 
Group Captain. 

With men and women like Bill in its ranks, it is easy to 
see how the Air Cadet Organisation continues to thrive 
– even when the United Kingdom is in the middle of 

an economic downturn – the ACO hopes to 
expand to 50,000 cadets by 2018 when the 

RAF will celebrate its 100th anniversary.
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Bill Continues To Soar  
With The AIR CADETS

70th Anniversary  
Dinner at Westminster
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rich heritage by 
developing an 
alumni, to recognise 
and reconnect with 
the huge number 
of former cadets, so 
that they too can ‘be 
part of the story.’

Are you up for fun, adventure and 
incredible experiences? Do you want to 
be part of an organisation that has stood 
the test of time and continues to be 
exciting and modern? Are you ready for a 
challenge? Then join us! As a cadet, you’ll get the chance to 
do things that others only dream about:

 ■ Soar to new heights in our gliders – your ultimate goal 
will be a solo flight;

 ■ Pilot and navigation training in RAF Tutor aircraft;

 ■ Adventurous training in the UK, where you could try rock 
climbing, abseiling and canoeing;

 ■ Overseas camps where you can swim, fly, have fun and 
make new friends in glorious sunshine;

 ■ Achieve the Duke of Edinburgh Award;

 ■ And gain qualifications such as BTECs. 

If you’re thinking about a career in the Armed Forces, cadet 
membership will put you ahead of the competition. Many 
cadets go on to great success in the RAF (and the other 
Forces). And if you choose a civilian career, employers love 
the skills and leadership offered by the Air Cadets.

The Air Cadets is open to both boys and girls, whatever 
your background or nationality. People with disabilities 
are welcome to join in the fun too. You need to be aged 
between 13 and 17 when you join as a cadet – once you’re 
in, you can remain a cadet until you turn 20. Adults can 
volunteer from the age of 20.

With nearly 1,000 squadrons across the country offering 
Air Cadet opportunities, there’s sure to be a squadron or 
unit near you. You’ll normally attend Air Cadets about two 
evenings a week but there are lots more weekend and 
holiday activities, so how much you do with us is up to you. 
Remember, the Air Cadets isn’t a recruiting organisation for 
the RAF and you won’t be expected to follow a career in the 
Armed Forces. All we’re interested in is you and what you 
can achieve with us. We’ll supply your uniform, your training, 
some of the best experiences of your life and a bunch of 
amazing friends to share them with. All you need to bring is 

a committed attitude 
and a hunger for 
adventure!

As an adult 
volunteer you could 
become a Civilian 
Instructor, Civilian Gliding Instructor, 
Non-Commissioned Officer, Chaplain or 
one of our Civilian Committee Members. 
You could also take a commission in the 
Training Branch of the RAF Volunteer 
Reserve. There is something to suit 
everyone. All kinds of people make up our 
volunteers, and experience has shown us that they come 
from many different backgrounds. Specific qualifications are 
not required, but you should be keen to help young people 
and you will be able to gain professional qualifications too, 
which may help you in civilian life.

The challenge is great but the rewards can be even greater, 
with new skills learned and lifelong friendships made. Take 
up the challenge, discover the adventure and join us today! 
A current list of our greatest ever high-achieving cadets 
can be seen via the Famous Faces section of the Air Cadet 
website. Even former 007 Timothy Dalton was an air cadet, 
as was Dr Michael Foale, the NASA Astronaut, and of course 
not forgetting the Olympian Linford Christie!

Are you ready to expand your horizons and be part of the 
adventure? Would you like to learn how you can support the 
Air Cadet Organisation?

Visit www.raf.mod.uk/aircadets or call 0845 600 6601 to 
find out more about what Air Cadets do – and how you can 
be part of it.

Ever wanted 
to join the 

Air Cadets? 
Well now’s your 

chance because we 
are looking for more 

adult volunteers 
and cadets. We know 

that lots of parents, 
associates and air show 

visitors read Air Cadet, 
so now we are appealing 

to you. 

Every year, we help nearly 
44,000 Air Cadets to develop 

a practical interest in flying 
and learn amazing skills – just 
think – you could be one of 
them! The activities on offer are 
wide ranging, from flying and 

gliding, to adventure training, 
sports, BTECs and the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme.

Some 15,000 adult volunteers 
and civilian committee members 

are helping cadets to succeed, 
using their life skills, experience 

and professionalism, which 
together with our training is 
second to none.

The Air Cadets is a UK-
wide cadet force made 
up of the Air Training 
Corps and the Combined 
Cadet Force (RAF), 
sponsored by the Royal 
Air Force and, 2011 is a 
particularly special time 
for the Air Cadets as 
it celebrates the 70th 

anniversary of the 
Air Training Corps 

(AC70). To mark 
this historic 
occasion, the 
Air Cadets 
are holding 

hundreds of 
events, parades 
and competitions 
throughout the UK. 

We are also 
celebrating our 

Join Us And  
Fly High With  
The Air Cadets
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The volunteer is the lifeblood 
of the Air Cadets and should be 
supported adequately in their 
role, according to the senior 
officer leading the Defence Youth 
Review.

Brigadier James Plastow, speaking 
at the ATC’s annual convention at 
RAF Cranwell, Lincolnshire said: 
“The volunteer is the lifeblood of 
this operation. 

“We need to enhance what they 
do and provide more support to 
ensure that we don’t lose them. 
 
 “We have to do more to help the 
volunteers who give their time to 
youth organisations and not place 
too much burden on them, which 
is something that this review is 
constantly considering.”

In his address to the gathered 
audience of approximately 100 
senior officers and volunteers, 
Brigadier Plastow presented details 
of the on-going Defence Youth 

Engagement Review, 
which is looking 

at all four cadet 
organisations – 
the ATC, Army 
Cadet Force, 
Marine and Sea 

Cadets and the Combined Cadet 
Force.

Brigadier Plastow said: “Whether 
we like it or not Defence budgets 
will be tighter, we need to be more 
joined up across the Cadet Forces 
at regional level as well as national 
level. Ultimately we are all trying to 
do the same thing – produce and 
develop great young people.”

Brigadier Plastow also touched on 
four possible options which the 
Cadet Forces could adopt in the 
future. 

Each option will become clearer as 
the review continues to progress. 

 ■ Option 1  
Each Cadet Force to continue in 
its present format;  

 ■ Option 2   
Follow an independent model;

 ■ Option 3  
Adopt a joint cadet structure, 
with a joint HQ & Policy; 

 ■ Option 4  
Joint co-ordination and support. 

The Review is expected to publish 
its final report in October.

Volunteers Are 
'LIFEBLOOD'
Of Air Cadets

ACO’s Commitment 
To Safety Recognised

What do United Biscuits, Aston 
Martin Lagonda and the Air Cadet 
Organisation all have in common? 
They have all just won – with merit 
– the prestigious British Safety 
Council International Safety Award 
(ISA).

The ACO is one of more than 500 
organisations of every size and sector 
and from all over the world to win 
the award, given in recognition of an 
organisation’s proven commitment 
to workplace health and safety. 

This is the seventh consecutive 
award for the ACO and is all 
the more remarkable this year 
because the British Safety Council 

decided to raise the bar for the 
judging criteria and introduce new 
categories in order to challenge 
companies to do even better.  

Julie Nerney, British Safety Council 
chief executive, said: “The ISAs are 
judged by an independent panel of 
experts who look for hard evidence 
of how an organisation maintains 
acceptable standards of health and 
safety on the ground. 

“The wellbeing of workers is 
non-negotiable and all of these 
winners have demonstrated their 
leadership in this vital area and 
their determination, like us, to do 
everything they can to ensure that 
no one is killed, injured or made ill by 
their work.”

Donald Gordon, Chief Environment 
and Safety Officer at HQAC, said: 
“I am delighted at this recognition 
from an external international body. 
This Award reflects the hard work of 
many throughout our Organisation, 
placing us alongside several 
prestigious companies and ahead of 
many others. 

“This is a significant achievement 
over the past seven years and one 
of which we should all be proud, 
whilst at the same time striving for 
improvement of our health and 
safety arrangements.”’

South Africa  
Beckons For 
Chosen Few
Five air cadets have all gained a 
coveted place in the final round 
of selection for the prestigious 
Duke of Westminster Award 2011, 
the highest accolade from the 
Cadet Vocational Qualification 
Organisation (CVQO). And, as 
finalists, the five have all won a 
place on a three-week expedition to 
South Africa this summer. 

In addition, 
the cadets – 
Cadet Flight 
Sergeant Alice 
Brooks from 
494 (Stansted 
Airport) Sqn; 
Cadet Flight 
Sergeant Luke 
Horobin, 425 
(Aldridge) Sqn; 
Cadet Sergeant 
Stuart McLellan, 
396 (Paisley) Sqn; 
Cadet Sergeant 

Christopher Meller, 2513 (Romney 
Marsh) Sqn and Cadet Sergeant 
Harry Lane, 19 (Crawley) Sqn – are 
all contenders for the top prize, the 
Duke of Westminster Award.

These five, together with four 
other cadet finalists, will attend a 
luncheon hosted by His Grace the 
Duke of Westminster in London on 
22nd June when the winner of the 
Duke of Westminster Award will be 
announced. 

The nine finalists have been selected 
from 300 nominations, from over 

20,000 eligible CVQO learners 
nationwide. 

These are young people who 
possess a wide range of skills and 
abilities and have overcome personal 
challenges, as well as demonstrating 
a consistently high level of 
commitment to their communities 
and their peers. 

The shortlist of 21 hopefuls took part 
in a challenging 36-hour selection 
assessment in April, following a 
programme of physical and mental 
tasks designed to reflect which 
participants are worthy of the 
top award. Edward Woods, Chief 
Executive of CVQO and head of the 
selection panel said: “It was a really 
tough job choosing just nine, but we 
are very confident that our finalists 
will make a fantastic team in South 
Africa.”

In addition to a raft of other 
qualifications, all participants have 
gained BTEC diplomas with CVQO, 
and cite this learning experience as 
invaluable to their future educational 
and career development.

Cadets Lend A Hand 
At Royal Wedding

Air Training Corps cadets from Greater London were 
privileged to be amongst those chosen to help at the  
Royal Wedding.

Eighty cadets, representing the ATC, the Combined 
Cadet Force, Sea Cadet Corps and Army Cadet Force, 
and 60 Explorer Scouts had a very early start to the 
day of the wedding as they took their places around 
the Royal Parks and along the Royal Wedding route to 
sell the Official Programme to members of the public.

The Official Programme cost £2 and marked the 
marriage of Prince William to Miss Catherine 
Middleton. Proceeds from the sale of the Official 
Programme will go to benefit the Foundation of 
Prince William and Prince Harry. The Foundation’s 
mission is to fund projects and organisations that 
create opportunities so all can achieve their full 
potential, especially those who are vulnerable or 
damaged by their circumstances or experiences.

Cdt FS Rahul Sharma, 18, from 1381 (West Drayton 
& Yiewsley) Sqn said: “It was a great honour to 
have been involved in such an amazing day, and it 
was great fun meeting such happy people in the 
crowds and asking them if they wanted to by the 
programme, it was a really easy job to do!”

Rising To The Challenge

Cadets from 231 (Norwich) Sqn have won the first 
ever Griffin Challenge held at RAF Marham. The 
event, organised and run by 2620 (County of Norfolk) 
Sqn Royal Auxiliary Air Force Regiment, comprised 
nine challenging events, including map reading, First 
Aid and a demanding military assault course. 

Twelve squadrons from all over Norfolk took on 
the challenge with the team from 231 Sqn – Cadet 
Warrant Officer Jamie Ling, 18; Cadet Sergeant 
Oliver Swanepoel, 16; Cadet Ryan Camsey, 15 and 
Cadet Danielle Boore, 14 – taking top honours. 
The team was supported by Service 
Instructor Senior Aircraftman Dale 
Symonds, who gave the team constant 
encouragement. Cadet Warrant Officer 
Jamie Ling said: “Many thanks to the 
personnel of 2620 Sqn for creating 
such a great event and the cadets of 
Norwich Sqn will be working hard to 
defend the title next year.”
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“Flying is something I have always 
wanted to do and it was the main 

reason I joined the air cadets. Being 
given this opportunity to fly    

often is fantastic – I just love doing it!”

Following the news 
that a Vigilant gliding 
course was out of the 
question, because 
of biometric criteria, 
17-year-old, Alex 
(Pictured opposite) 

spent some time at 
Upavon gliding on winch 

launch Vikings with 622 
Volunteer Gliding Sqn 

together with a spell 
at the world famous 
Lasham Gliding 
Centre. 

This in turn led to a 
successful application to 

GAPAN - The Guild of Air 
Pilots and Air Navigators - who 

agreed to sponsor him through 
a course at Kestrel, a Royal Air Force 
Gliding and Soaring Association club 
that is based at RAF Odiham.  

One year on and Alex has had an 
amazing, life changing experience 
learning to soar in the Hampshire skies 
as well as learn some other unique 
skills along the way. 

AIR CADET visited Kestrel Gliding Club 
to meet up with Alex and the RAFGSA 
Youth Officer, Wing Commander Chris 
Wick OBE, to find out more.

AIR CADET: What does being 
airborne mean to you?

Corporal Alex Hamm: Flying is 
something I have always wanted to do 
and it was the main reason I joined the 
air cadets. Being given this opportunity 
to fly this often is fantastic – I just love 
doing it!

AIR CADET: Tell us how you ended up 
being selected for the Scholarship.

AH: Although I started a Vigilant 
Gliding Scholarship with 612 Volunteer 
Gliding Sqn at Abingdon, I was too tall 
for the aircraft. So, I was fortunate to be 

put forward for a course on the winch-
launched Vikings of 622 VGS instead. 
The course went really well, so my 
Wing HQ suggested I have a try for 
one of the GAPAN scholarships. 

After applying, I took part in a hand-
picked selection for the scholarship at 
Lasham and luckily I was one of the 
names to be put forward. Since then, 
I’ve attended Kestrel at RAF Odiham 
every Saturday and it’s just built from 
there and I have been improving with 
each flight.

AIR CADET: What new skills have 
you learnt with the RAFGSA?

AH: In the Air Cadet Gliding 
Scholarship  it is lot about circuit work, 
with the aim of getting people to solo 
standard - whilst on the GAPAN course 
we have been doing a lot of soaring 
and cross country work which really 
improves your skills further on. This 
makes it even more enjoyable and 
takes you to the max!

Also, you get a lot more freedom and 
a chance to learn through experience. 
For example, if I hit a thermal I don’t 
have to stay in the circuit and put 
the airbrakes on – I  can take full 
advantage and gain as much height 
I you want to and soar for as long as I 
can!

AIR CADET: Why should other cadets 
apply for the GAPAN Scholarship?

AH: If you enjoyed your Air Cadet 
Gliding Scholarship, it is definitely a 
good idea to try and go on this GAPAN 
course because you can improve your 
gliding and get Silver, Gold or even 
Diamond Wings. There is time for you 
develop your skills so much more.

AIR CADET: What is the RAFGSA?

Wing Commander Chris Wick OBE 
(Pictured): The Royal Air Force Gliding 

and Soaring Association has nine clubs 
across the UK and in Cyprus. 
We have some magnificent 
equipment, are run on a very friendly 
and informal basis and are there to 
make hands on aviation available to 
everybody in the RAF, particularly the 
Junior Ranks. 

It’s a great organisation – it’s well 
managed and forward thinking. 
Indeed, our President, Air Cdre Sean 
Reynolds, can often been seen at the 
controls of a single seat Chipmunk tug 
towing the gliders skywards.

AIR CADET: How can air cadets 
get involved with the RAFGSA?

CW: Because the Royal Air Force is so 
busy with operations and other out 
of area commitments, there is room 
for air cadets to get involved with the 
RAFGSA through the Guild of Air Pilots 
and Air Navigators – GAPAN for short 
– who have generously donated a 
number of Gliding Scholarships. 

At Kestrel we have had five air cadets 
this year out of the total of 20 GAPAN 
scholarships.

AIR CADET: What will air cadets get 
from the GAPAN Scholarship?

CW: The GAPAN Scholarships give 
air cadets a wonderful experience to 
come and try gliding and take them 
forward from the course they have 
completed with a Volunteer Gliding 
Sqn and take them to an even more 
advanced stage of flying.

The best way to find out more is to 
look on the GAPAN website – www.
gapan.org - where you can find 
out about the week-long courses 
at Lasham plus the year-long 
Scholarships with the RAFGSA. 

More information is also listed on the 
RAFGSA website - http://www.raf.
mod.uk/rafgliding/
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Soaring Success
When six foot four Newbury air cadet Alex Hamm found out  
he was too tall to fly in a Vigilant Glider, the Guild of Air Pilots  
and Air Navigators came flying to the rescue!

Images & Words: Mark Trevena
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Top Award

Cadet Flight Sergeant David MacQuarrie from 
2158 (Sevenoaks) Sqn has been named as 
Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet in Kent for 2011. 

Seventeen-year-old David, who 
has completed his Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award and a gliding 
scholarship as well as a BTEC in 
aviation studies, was presented 
with his certificate during a special 
ceremony at Ashford International 
Hotel.

Former Cadet Returns

Some 40 years after joining 1105 (City of Winchester) 
Sqn as a cadet, Mark Green, now Air Vice Marshal 
Mark Green, Air Officer Commanding 22 (Training) 
Group, returned to his old squadron. 

AVM Green spent some time chatting to cadets 
and staff and was delighted to see how his former 
squadron had developed over the years. 

Flight Lieutenant Michael Cullen, OC 1105 Sqn, said: 
“It is fantastic for us to welcome back an ex-cadet 
who has gone on to achieve real success within 
our parent organisation. It really will provide an 
inspiration for those cadets that want to enter the 
Royal Air Force.”

At the end of the evening, AVM Green expressed his 
delight at seeing the squadron performing so well 
and encouraged the cadets to take advantage of all 
the ACO has to offer.

Course Success

The third Qualified Aerospace Instructors Course 
(QAIC 3) graduated at RAF Linton-on-Ouse with 23 
students from all six regions of the Air Cadets gain 
their certificates and patches. 

With cadets from throughout the UK attending, six 
months of hard work came to an end with a series of 
syndicate presentations and a glittering graduation 
dinner held in the Officers’ Mess.

The Best  
Of The Best
- Air Squadron Trophy Winners

Twelve teams of CCF(RAF) cadets battled 
it out at RAF Halton to claim the prestigious 

Air Squadron Trophy. The competition tests the 
leadership, knowledge and skills of all the competing 

cadets in a national competition open to all RAF Sections of the CCF. The 
12 teams, competing at Halton, had already proved their worth as either 
winners or runners-up from the six area finals. 

Competition this year was fierce as cadets were put through their paces 
in a series of challenging events: RAF knowledge, drill, command task, 
shooting, aircraft recognition, First Aid and a fitness test. 

Wg Cdr Bob Chalkin, Wg Cdr CCF at HQAC, said: “Right up to the final 
event this year’s result was too close to predict a winner.  

Last year’s winners Maidstone Grammar were obviously the team 
to beat and all the schools were determined to bring Maidstone’s 
run of three back-to-back wins to an end.
 
“As the events progressed, scores were recorded but none of the 
teams appeared to be taking a dominant lead.  Only when the last 
round of events was scored did the individual event winners and 
then the overall winner emerge.”   
 
Top honours went to King’s School Grantham, who were just two points 
ahead of Jersey’s Victoria College.  In third place was Wilson’s School 
from Wallington in Surrey. The top three teams will be invited to 
attend the Air Squadron Day, held at RAFC Cranwell on 3rd July. 

In addition, the captains of the three winning teams receive 
Geoffrey de Havilland Flying Foundation Medals for CCF 
Achievement.

Golden Milestone

“You are in a fantastic Organisation 
which is giving you skills for your 

future career and will put you  
head and shoulders above all others.” 

Former air cadet and 104 (City 
of Cambridge) Sqn’s Civilian 
Committee Secretary, Terry 
Holloway, Group Support Executive 
at Marshall of Cambridge, 
celebrated the 50th anniversary of 
his first solo flight recently with a 
solo flight in a Cessna 172 of the 
Cambridge Aero Club.

Terry, who joined 424 (Southampton) 
Sqn as a 13-year-old, flew his first 
solo at Christchurch airport in an 
air cadet T31 training Glider on 21st 
March 1961, just weeks after his 16th 
birthday. 

Since then he has amassed over 
8,500 flying hours in over 150 
different types of aircraft and 
gliders and remains in current flying 
practice, both for business and 
pleasure. He has worked for Marshall 
since his retirement from the RAF at 
the rank of Group Captain in 1995.

The Civilian Committee is 
an important part of 104 
Sqn and is unique in that 
just two generations of a 
single family have chaired 
the Civilian Committee 
during the 72 years since 

its foundation. Sir Arthur 
Marshall served 36 years 

as Chairman of the Civilian 
Committee and his son Sir Michael 

Marshall has also served 36 years as 
Civilian Chairman.  The squadron 

has been strongly supported 
by Marshall of Cambridge 
since its foundation in 1939.

Terry Holloway said “I have 
been lucky that continuing 
good health has enabled me 

to continue to fly.  I have particularly 
enjoyed my solo celebratory flight 
which brought many happy flying 
memories flooding back. 

“Probably my most memorable flight 
to date was in 2000 when, with a 
friend, I flew a light aircraft from 
Cambridge to the west coast of the 
USA, although the adventure of 
being one of the first Englishmen to 
fly a glider over Mount Aconcagua 
– the highest mountain the Andes 
at 22,482 ft, was also a breathtaking 
experience!”

He has many fond memories of his 
time with the Corps and credits 
the ACO with giving him a head 
start in his flying career, “Life in the 
Air Training Corps taught me a lot 
about self-confidence and discipline,” 
he said, “When I joined the Royal 
Air Force it was very clear that the 
training and discipline I had had 
within the ATC – including drill and 
the ability to shine my shoes  and 
boots better than others - held me 
in great stead and I was head and 
shoulders above everyone else in my 
peer group.  

“This led to early promotion in the 
RAF and really in my view gave me 
the most wonderful head start in 
what became a glittering career.. 

“The main message I would send 
to today’s cadets is that you are in a 
fantastic Organisation which is giving 
you skills for your future career and 
will put you head and shoulders 
above all others.  

“As an employer, I see a number of 
ex-cadets who really do perform 
well, and those who have taken 
full advantage of everything the 
ACO has to offer - I am thinking 
particularly of the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme, adventurous training 
and sports - will find they are  
really well prepared for the 
challenges in life.”

Top Flight Award
 
Ten, specially selected cadets from North Region 
enjoyed a week in Cyprus as a reward for their 
dedication and hard work.
 
The trip, organised and funded by the Royal Air 
Force Association, is in recognition of the cadets’ 
outstanding achievements and hard work on behalf 
of the Association.
 
The cadets – Cdt FS Clare Connolly, Cdt FS Fran 
Cunningham; Cdt Sgt Jonathan Barker; Cdt Sgt Luke 
Rogan; Cdt Cpl Hannah Morris; Cdt Cpl Charlie Smith; 
Cdt Cpl Samantha Thaxter; Cdt Cpl Andrew Bull; Cdt 
Chris Benson and Cdt Mark Boon – all describe their 
stay at RAF Akrotiri as an ‘incredible experience’.
 
Highlight of the camp was the time spent with the 
Red Arrows, during their pre-season training. The 
cadets got the chance to listen to the pilots’ pre-flight 
briefing before heading to the cliffs overlooking the 
Mediterranean to watch the display and chat to other 
team members. 

The cadets also got the chance to visit the USAF 
facility and learn about the U-2 ‘spy plane’; chat to 
colleagues at No 1 (Overseas) Sqn and watch an 
excellent demonstration at the Dog Section.
 
Cpl Hannah Morris said: “It was an unforgettable 
week. Three years ago when I was enrolled as a 
member of the ATC I never would have thought that 
I would ever have the chance to fly out to Cyprus, 
meet the Red Arrows and do all the incredible things 
that I’ve done. 

“I would like to say a huge thank you to RAFA for 
giving me and the other nine cadets the opportunity 
to go on this once in a life time trip to RAF Akrotiri.”



14   Air Cadet   Summer 2011 15

The Blades aerobatic display 
team have issued their own 
challenge to cadets nationwide. 

Raise £2,000 for the Royal 
Air Forces Association Wings 
Appeal – and, in return, you’ll get 
to experience the thrill of close 
formation aerobatics with The 
Blades. 

So, whatever you fancy doing, whether 
it’s a run, a walk or a cycle, do it for the 
Wings Appeal, and fly with The Blades – 
it really is as simple as that. Now in their 
sixth consecutive display season, The 
Blades, made up of former Red Arrows’ 
pilots, have flown more than 300 displays 
in front of more than 18 million people.  
Flying the Extra EA-300 LP, a low-wing, 
high performance aircraft designed 
for the most adventurous aerobatic 
manoeuvres, the Blades are renowned for 
their jaw-dropping, action-packed displays 

– but don’t just take our word for it.

Cadet Flight Sergeant Alex Smith 
from William Parker School CCF 
(RAF section) flew with the team 
last month and described the 
flight as ‘breathtaking’. Alex, who’s 

been a member of the CCF for 
five years, won the flight in a local 

newspaper competition as part of the 
promotion for Eastbourne Airshow. He 

said: “From the moment the throttle 
was pushed forward to take off, 
the acceleration of the aircraft was 
unbelievable! It felt as though the 
inside of your body was being 

dragged from you. We took off in pairs, before joining 
together as a four-ship in box formation. We were flying so 
close together it felt as if you could reach out and high five 
the pilot and passenger in the other cockpits! The best bit 
of the flight was flying the formation loop. Flying a loop 
individually is thrilling, but with three other aircraft almost 
touching your own aircraft, it takes your breath away! 
 
“The worst bit of the flight was flying a “Lomcevak” 
manoeuvre. The word is Czechoslovakian, and translates as 
“causing a headache.” After flying the manoeuvre, I found 
out why it is called this! The aircraft is flown vertically before 
being spun as the airspeed decreases. It felt like I was in a 
washing machine!”

Alex, who has completed a gliding scholarship and flown 
several AEF sorties, said those flights cannot compare to 
his trip with the Blades, “You won’t know how amazing 
formation flying is until you try it yourself. It is much more 
skilful to see when you are in the cockpit than it is whilst 
watching at an airshow. 

“I had never flow in formation before, which made the flight 
extra special. I began to notice the difference between 
flying in a Tutor to flying in an Extra 300LP with the Blades 
once we began to fly aerobatics. I was told we were going 
to fly an aileron roll. As we flew the manoeuvre, however, I 
accidently blinked. My eyes were shut for less than a second 
but by the time they were open again we were already back 
around! The pilots gave me valuable advice about joining 
the RAF, as well as discussing what everyday life is like as an 
RAF pilot. Being able to fly with ex-Red Arrows’ pilots really 
was a once in a life time opportunity – it is something I will 
never forget.”

To find out more about the Blades Challenge, speak to Chris 
Osborne, Fundraising Events Manager at RAFA, on 0116 268 
8763 or email chris.osborne@rafa.org.uk

The Blades Challenge - Win A Flight !
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A pilot scheme to make cadets more 
aware of health and safety issues and 

that highlights the Air Cadet Organisation’s 
on-going commitment to safety has been so 

successful that it is being rolled out nationwide. 

The initiative, launched in conjunction with the British Safety 
Council, is the result of a Cabinet Office scheme aimed at 
reducing the growing numbers of young people killed or 
injured at work. The pilot exercise in Wales & West Region 
resulted in 170 cadets receiving the specially-designed entry 
level award (ELA) in health and safety and the award is now 
available to cadets everywhere. The British Safety Council is 
so impressed by the ACO’s commitment to the Award that 
cadets have been invited to London to address the Council 
Trustees and talk about the ELA. 

Such is the British Safety Council’s support of the pilot 
scheme that the organisation hosted an awards ceremony 
in the Princess Royal Theatre, Port Talbot and Chief 
Executive, Julie Nerney, travelled to Wales to open the 
ceremony and present awards. Afterwards, she said: “It was 
an absolute pleasure to be at the event and to meet the fine 
young people and the many who contribute to the work 
of the Air Cadets. I am delighted to hear that all six regions 
have now engaged with the entry level award and I look 
forward to this being a long and fruitful partnership.”

Since then, the scheme has continued to grow with 
squadrons up and down the country opting to take on 
the award. Donald Gordon (Pictured), the ACO’s Chief 
Environment and Safety Officer, also travelled to 2185 
(Wareham) Sqn and its Swanage Detached Flight to present 
30 cadets there with the Award – the first cadets in the 
country to complete the Award following the pilot scheme. 
He said: “This is an excellent opportunity to augment the 
Air Cadets’ portfolio of activities. The Cadet ELA keys in with 
our activities and will be a valuable asset in the future. The 

Award holds many benefits, not least a demonstration of the 
ACO’s long-standing commitment to safety.” 

The industry-recognised Award is delivered by volunteer 
tutors who have all been specially trained by the ACO’s 
Health & Safety Advisors. Achieving the Cadet ELA requires 
compilation of a portfolio of evidence created as each 
cadet progresses using the workbook supplied by the HS&E 
Branch. The volunteer tutors mentor cadet progress and the 
type of evidence required could be almost anything from 
a poster to a poem, a powerpoint presentation to a play. 
Successful cadets will receive certificate and participating 
squadrons will also receive a framed British Safety Council 
certificate.

Donald Gordon said: “Too many young people are being 
killed or seriously injured during the first few days in work.  
Our intention is to protect young people in the workplace 
and to educate them about the risks they may face. The 
Cadet ELA is voluntary. However, I would encourage all 
squadron commanders to offer this valuable, individual, 
asset to their cadets.”

More information is available from your HS&E Adviser ACO 
and/or BADER. Anyone wishing to pursue these awards for 
their cadets should register their interest by contacting the 
HS&E Branch Administrator on 01400 267816.

Top CCF Cadet

The top CCF cadet for 2011 and the winner of the 
prestigious Sir John Thomson Memorial Sword is  
Cadet Warrant Officer Charlotte Bull from 
Wellingborough School.

Charlotte, who is a Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award holder and gained a distinction from 

her Air Cadet Leadership Course, will be 
presented with her award on Air Squadron 
Day at RAF College Cranwell by Lady 

Thomson, Senior Member of the Air Squadron and widow 
of Sir John Thomson. 

Charlotte, who is currently studying for her A Levels 
with the aim of going to Durham University to read 
Mathematics, said: “I have been in the CCF for just over 
four years and I have tried to seize every opportunity the 
air cadets have given me. I feel immensely privileged to 
have been selected as the winner of the Sir John Thomson 
Memorial Sword and also for the IACE scheme to  
Australia this year: it has definitely been a brilliant way to 
finish my CCF career.”

Safety First Pilot Scheme Takes Off
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It is not unusual on an Air 
Cadet Squadron to find 

aspiring pilots. But for most of 
them, their dreams are of fast 

jets, and high speed flight. Could 
the attraction of low flying turn 
their heads? Cadets from 1921 
(Lewisham) Sqn spent a day with 
the support helicopters at RAF 

Benson to find out.

In a packed day, 12 cadets saw the full 
extent of the modern expeditionary 
RAF. Hosted by Sqn Ldr Simon Cole, 
the cadets started their morning on the 
flight line at 230 Squadron, operating 
the Puma helicopter. 

The crew and pilots took time to walk 
the cadets round the aircraft, as well 
as explaining the role of helicopters 
in combat and the modern Air Force. 
Watching crews rebuild and refit the 
Puma helicopters gave a great insight in to 
the work done by engineers and crew, to 
support flight operations.

A similar story was told at 78 Squadron, 
where the operations of the Merlin 
helicopter was made even more 

complicated by the avionics and 
computers involved. 

Cadets heard from 
pilots and crew with 

recent experience 
in Afghanistan, 
and how they had 
worked in desert 
conditions to keep 

the aircraft flying. 

Then, it was the cadets turn to fly! With helmets on, and 
nervous smiles, the cadets strapped into a Puma helicopter 
for a quick and low sortie over the Oxfordshire countryside. 
Their beaming grins on landing said it all – but were they 
converts?

A quick lunch stop later, and it was time to see if the cadets 
had the right stuff as the youngsters were put in to the 
modern training environment of the RAF – and taught 
about Force Protection as well as flying. Their RAF Regiment 
hosts were supremely professional, and explained how 
their counter-IED and operational training was saving lives. 
Corporal McDermott and his team then put the cadets 
through their paces on some training exercises – and 
surprised some cadets with their own abilities.

But the real surprise was yet to come: the combat training 
in the air. Using the Tactical Control Centre, the group were 
introduced to the multi-million pound Aircrew Training 
Facility, where six linked dynamic flight simulators were 
hooked up to show the cadets what flying was like. With 
a host from 230 Squadron acting as the Instructor Pilot, 
each cadet got the chance to strap in to the right seat of a 
Puma and fly the simulator for a sortie! Some budding pilots 
managed to fly off the simulated HMS Ocean, while others 
flew sorties over the south coast on tactical scenarios.

To round off the day, the budding pilots were given the 
chance to test their courage in a different way, on RAF 
Benson’s brand new high ropes course. Under expert 
guidance, the cadets challenged themselves and each other 
to go higher and further than they had thought possible.

An amazing day, made possible by the hard work of Sqn 
Ldr Cole and his team at RAF Benson gave these Lewisham 
youngsters a chance to see what operational helicopter 
flying was all about. And what did they make of it?

“Definitely the best visit I’ve ever done – I learned so much, 
and have so much respect for these pilots and helicopter 
crews. What an amazing job and a fantastic day!” said 
16-year-old Cdt Sgt Zak Hnana.

Brilliant Day 
At BENSON
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By Sqn Ldr  

Caroline Gourri

Trial ‘Goes Live’  
For  London Cadets
More than 50 London-based Air, Army and Sea cadets are 
currently undertaking an Edexcel Level 1 BTEC Certificate 
in Teamwork and Personal Skills - thanks to the generous 
sponsorship of the Worshipful Company of Ironmongers 
- a City of London Livery Company. 

Written and designed by Cadet Vocational Qualification 
Organisation (CVQO), the bespoke certificate aims 
to encourage junior cadets to take part in vocational 
qualifications. CVQO are always looking for ways to add 
value to the cadet experience, by providing qualifications 
which reflect the effort that young people put into their 
cadet training. 

To experience first-hand how cadets have found the new 
qualification, CVQO’s Chief Executive Edward Woods and 
Edexcel’s lead Verifier Lizzie Toms recently attended a trial 
event held at 241 (Wansted & Woodford) Sqn. 

All of the London-based cadets who complete the award 
will be invited to an awards evening in July, so that they 
can receive their certificate and celebrate their success in 
the company of family and friends. Currently the Level One 
award is not centrally funded and cadet units have to raise 
the registration costs for those who are interested in taking 
part.  

It is hoped that another group of cadets will soon be 
starting the Level One Award in North Wales, thanks to 
the generosity of a local charity. Any Units who might be 
interested in offering their cadets the Level One qualification 
should contact Clinton Riley, CVQO’s Head of Public Services 
(Levels One and Two) for more information. He can be 
contacted on: cr@cvqo.org 

Image: Sqn Ldr Julian Loxton

Mike Heads For  
New York

Ten years after the 
devastating attack 
on the World Trade 
Centre, the ACO’s Sqn 
Ldr Mike Wadsworth 
will be in New York to 
mark the anniversary of 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

His knowledge of ceremonial drill, gained through his 
involvement with the ACO, and his years spent as a drum 
major as a cadet with Pontefract squadron, has led to 
an unique opportunity for Mike, who is a serving officer 
with West Yorkshire Police.

The West Yorkshire Police Band has been invited to take 
part in the 10th anniversary commemoration events of 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks and will lead the British police 
contingent across the Brooklyn Bridge onto Manhattan 
Island and down to Ground Zero. Mike has been asked 
to be the drum major for the band and lead the parade. 

Mike said: “Although I’ve not led a band for probably 35 
years or so, I still remembered the basics. But I knew I 
needed some serious updating if I was going to do the 
task credit. Again this is where my ACO connections 
came in handy.”

A quick call to the RAF College Band soon saw Mike in 
touch with deputy drum major, Sergeant Simon Carter, 
who was more than willing to help. Mike travelled to 
RAF Cranwell to receive several hours’ instruction in the 
basics of being a drum major from Simon. 

“I had a good few hours with Simon who took me 
through all the basics of the signals and movements 
and left me with an open invitation to return for further 
training nearer the day. Luckily my previous experience 
as a cadet really helped as I already had some idea of 
what was needed and it came flooding back. Thankfully 
there is no spinning and throwing to do – I think I’m a bit 
past that these days.”

The band flies out to New York before the actual 
anniversary and has a number of concerts and events 
during their stay, but the biggest will be on September 
11th itself when 150 British Police Officers will join the 
remembrance events for the more than 3000 victims of 
the attacks in New York, Washington and Shanksville.
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Plans for an expedition, due to take 
place in Tanzania in 2005 which had 
to be postponed at the last minute, 
are about to be dusted-off and put 
into action by cadets and staff of 
London Wing. 

The original plans, put together by 
cadets taking part in the Joint Service 
Cadet Forces East Africa Expedition, 
encompassed two years of planning, 
preparation and training. 

The expedition included challenging 
trekking routes and three carefully 
organised community projects but, 
unfortunately, MoD restrictions at 
the time forced the team to relocate 
to Kenya. 

However, the embargo has now been 
lifted allowing the London Wing 

cadets the opportunity to take part in 
a six-day trek in the Crater Highlands 
Region that overlooks the stunning 
Ngorongoro Crater and is adjacent 
to the vast Serengeti Plain with its 
diverse range of African wildlife.

Once the trek has been completed 
the cadets will work with the 
Mkombozi project in the town 
of Moshi. Mkombozi takes care 
of homeless street children and 
delivers outreach programmes in the 
community and in schools. 

Our cadets have been asked to 
run sports coaching sessions 
and organise games as part 
of Mkombozi’s engagement 
programme; something we are well 
equipped to do.

Squadron Leader Mike Blakey from 
HQAC has just returned from an 
evaluation visit.  

He said: “I am really pleased that we 
have been able to pick up where 
we left off in 2005. This two-week 
long expedition promises to be a 
fantastic experience for the cadets 
involved and also the staff. The 
Crater Highlands Trek is all at around 
3,000m and includes an ascent to the 
summit of the dormant volcano, Ol 
Doinyo Lengai. 

“We will be escorted by rangers as 
there is a real chance of coming close 
to some of the wildlife that roams 
the area. Maasai Warriors will act as 
our guides sharing their incredible 
knowledge of the flora and fauna 
and history of the area.”

“The opportunity to be involved 
with Mkombozi will be an excellent 
experience and a chance to put into 
practice current thinking around 
how we can best contribute to 
community projects in developing 
countries. 

“We hope that the local young 
people will quickly develop their 
own coaching and playing skills and 
in turn share those skills, together 
with their enthusiasm, confidence 
and self-esteem, with their peers. 
Who knows we might even help 
to discover the next aspiring East 
African Premiership footballer!”

Flying Off icer Dave Finnigan from 
London Wing is the expedition 
leader and is looking forward to his 
involvement. He said: “I feel very 

privileged to have been selected to 
lead this expedition as I believe it will 
be a once in a lifetime opportunity 
for me, all the cadets and the staff 
who will be taking part.  It has been 
months in the planning already 
but now as we approach the cadet 
selection phase of the expedition 
it has become very clear what is 
required.

“The training of the team will 
include various aspects from 
initiative and team-building 
exercises to fitness based training, 
as both physical and mental 
stamina will be tested throughout 
this expedition. 
 
“I am really looking forward to 
working with the Mkombozi 
Community Project in Moshi. 

“The lead up to the expedition will 
entail a great deal of planning and 
training towards making our work 
with Mkombozi a success for all the 
cadets involved and also the local 
community.”

Sqn Ldr Blakey added: ‘We hope 
that this might be the first of 
a series of similar expeditions 
supported by HQAC. Interested 
Wings should contact the Physical 
Education Branch at HQAC for more 
information.”

London Wing has an enviable 
reputation in mounting overseas 
expeditions.  In the past five years 
squadrons have been to Oman, India, 
South Africa and Australia. 

Tanzania Trek
 

A team of hand-picked cadets are setting off  
to Africa for an adventure of a lifetime.
By Sqn Ldr Mike Blakey, HQAC
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Raising Funds  
For Aco Expeditions

It’s A Big Job - But  
Someone’s Got To Do It ... 

The ACO is all about adventure and 
pushing personal boundaries and one 
of the best ways to experience the 
thrill of physical and mental challenges 
is through the ACO expeditions 
organised throughout the year by the 
Organisation’s dedicated volunteers. 
However, no matter what the size and 
intensity of the expedition, they all 
share one common predicament:

How To Raise Funds

The 15 cadets lucky enough to take 
part in next February’s expedition to 
Tanzania will each have to contribute 
around £500 towards the cost of 
the venture. Raising large amounts 
of money is often daunting but it’s 
nothing that a bit of hard work and 
perseverance won’t fix, according 
to Sqn Ldr Mike Blakey. “It takes a lot 
of dedication from all involved and 
expedition leaders in particular have 
to keep on top of funds coming in and 
deadlines for those funds.

Mike has helped many cadets in the 
past, including the 60 cadets who 
raised funds for the Cadet150 Lesotho 
Expedition last summer. “Raising funds 
is the biggest challenge in planning 
an expedition,” he explains. “Therefore, 
before you begin, it is important to set 
strict deadlines for payments relatively 
close to the initial show of your 

cadets’ commitment in order to avoid 
problems when it comes to paying for 
flights, for example. 

"There are deadlines for payments 
to external suppliers to consider so 
it’s helpful to set a staged payment 
structure. This way, cadets are aware 
of what is required and feel more 
comfortable with smaller, perhaps 
more achievable, amounts to raise. It’s 
a good idea to involve as many people 
as possible to highlight your cause.  
Some of the most tried and tested 
techniques are raffles and auctions 
and, often, these are the most efficient 
and enjoyable means of getting 
money into the pot.

“As part of fundraising for the 
Cadet150 Lesotho Expedition, I 
secured an off-road driving experience 
with Land Rover worth £800. Having 
a raffle full of interesting and unusual 
prizes can attract lots of people 

Tried And Tested

Mike’s tips for funding ACO 
expeditions:

•	 Contact anybody and everybody, 
you’ll be surprised at what you 
can achieve.

•	 Don’t just focus on money – 
some companies will be able to 
provide food and drink for your 
training weekends or purchase 
equipment for your expedition.

•	 Support and encourage cadets 
to raise funds using their own 
initiative.

•	 When it comes to grants, be 
concise, precise and apply early.

•	 Speak to your local press and 
radio to get coverage and gain 
the support of high-profile 
figures.

from your community and drum up 
valuable support for your expedition.

“If you’re lucky enough to get a 
donation from a well-known company, 
it’s worth mentioning it on local radio 
or local press, then the all-important 
PR works both ways.” The raffle alone 
for the Cadet150 Lesotho Expedition 
raised in the region of £3,500. Often, 
having something done for you 
or even buying a product is more 
attractive to potential donors than 
them giving money to something that 
they don’t directly benefit from. 

“If your cadets can offer a service or a 
product, they will find it much easier 
to raise funds for their expedition, If 
they were to wash cars once a week or 
once a month, they’d be guaranteed 
regular sums of money,” explains Mike. 
This also encourages independence 
and creativity among your cadets.

For larger amounts of money, it is 
worth visiting local libraries and asking 
your local council about grants that 
may be available to local cadets. “The 
Ulysses Trust is also very supportive 
and very generous,” says Mike. Targeted 
specifically for adventurous training 
expeditions, last year’s grants from the 
Ulysses Trust helped 97 expeditions 
that took cadets all over the world.  
Mike’s advice for obtaining grants is to 
apply early. 

"Don’t leave it too late, these things 
can sometimes take a while so it’s best 
to think about grants right from the 
outset.”

For grant application details, visit  
www.ulyssestrust.co.uk

A new Reaper 
squadron is to form 

at RAF Waddington in 
Lincolnshire which will 

control the aircraft over 
Afghanistan from the 

UK for the first time. 

Speaking at the 
disbandment of Number 

XIII Tornado Squadron at 
RAF Marham, Chief of the 
Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir 

Stephen Dalton, announced 
that the squadron number will 
transfer to a second Reaper 
squadron next year. 

With its array of high tech 
sensors and precision-guided 
weapons, the remotely-piloted 
Reaper aircraft, which is based 
in Afghanistan, can carry out 
a wide range of missions that 
are currently controlled by 39 
Squadron crews on the other side 
of the world at Creech Air Force 
Base in Nevada. Reaper can use 
its sensors day and night to spy 
on insurgent activity for hours at 
a time and at a range where it is 
undetectable from the ground.

Air Chief Marshal Dalton said: “The 
RAF is today delivering air power 
operations in Afghanistan, Libya 
and the Falkland Islands and, as XIII 
Squadron’s Tornados have shown, 
making a fantastic contribution to 
the very positive progress in the 
military campaigns in all these 
locations. I am confident that 
XIII Squadron’s reputation and 
distinguished history will be 
carried forward as it transitions 
to be a part of our Remotely 

Piloted Force employing the Reaper 
over Afghanistan.”

He added:”This transition will see us 
bring Reaper mission control to the 
UK, make more efficient and effective 
use of our resources in exploiting this 
growing capability, and enable the 
operation of significantly more combat 
intelligence, surveillance, target 
acquisition and reconnaissance aircraft 
over Afghanistan 24-hours-a-day.”

The Defence Secretary, Dr Liam Fox, 
said:”Reaper aircraft are providing 
valuable support to our front line 
troops in Afghanistan. We are 
committed to providing the best 
available equipment to our Armed 
Forces. The formation of this new 
squadron follows our doubling of the 
Reaper capability to ten aircraft, which 
represents an increased investment of 
£135m. This extra squadron will help us 
get the best out of this valuable armed 
reconnaissance aircraft.”

XIII Squadron was formed in 1915 
and has continued its long and 
distinguished record through both 
world wars and operations over Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Notably, in 2009, XIII 
Squadron conducted the last Tornado 
sortie over Iraq in support of Operation 
TELIC. In the summer of 2010, XIII 
Squadron deployed on Operation 
HERRICK in Afghanistan providing 
close air support and combat 
intelligence, surveillance, target 
acquisition and reconnaissance during 
a very busy fighting season. 

Finally, just a few weeks from 
disbandment, XIII Squadron was at 
the forefront of operations over Libya, 
delivering deep strike with the RAF’s 
Stormshadow missile.

New Reaper Squadron
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other band members and both the music and the camp 
staff were friendly and supportive. The whole camp has 
been a fantastic, but very tiring, experience which I would 
recommend to any musical cadets.”

The concert was performed to a Whittle Hall audience of 
more than 400 people with the VIP guest list including 
Commandant Air Cadets, Air Cdre Barbara Cooper and her 
husband and His Grace The Duke of Rutland, a long-time 
supporter of these events. Most importantly though, were 
the parents and friends of the cadets who were performing.

Winner of the Wilmer Memorial Trophy for most improved 
musician was Cdt Ann-Louise Jones a clarinettist from 
2312 (Tavistock) Sqn. The Camp and Concert are only the 
start of the music calendar for this year’s National Concert 
Band. 2011 sees a return to RIAT at RAF Fairford in July 
for more much-awaited performances as well as a lunch-
time concert at St Clement Danes, the Central Church of 
the RAF, in London. Cadets wanting to join the concert 
band have to meet stringent criteria, one of which is that 
all musicians have to be qualified to Grade 5 practical or 

equivalent. In addition, the cadets have to 
be recommended by their Commanding 
Officer and a music teacher or squadron 
bandmaster.

The ACO also runs a National Marching 
Band which holds its own training camps 
and takes part in public displays. If you 
would like to know more, please contact 
your Commanding Officer who will  
be able to obtain more information 
for you.

A standing ovation from the 
audience closed the 2011 ACO 

National Concert Band’s performance 
at RAF Cranwell.

For the 50 cadets from across the country 
it was the culmination of a week’s hard 

work under the guidance of members 
of ACO Music Services and professional 

musicians from the Band of the RAF Regiment. 
Twenty-five cadets were on their first ACO 

Music Camp.

This year’s Concert Band consisted of cadets 
from both the Air Training Corps and RAF Sections 

of the Combined Cadet Force from all over the 
United Kingdom. They got the chance to show off 

their musical skills at the 16th Annual Concert, in 
Whittle Hall at RAF Cranwell. 

During the week the cadets had worked in the 
rehearsal room both as a complete band and in 

sections depending upon their particular instrument. It 
was in the section group master classes that the cadets 
gained most from the professional musicians. One of the 
RAF Regiment Band’s members is Sgt David Bowmar, the 
appointed tuba mentor. He said “We often go to schools 
to play to them and on occasion do master classes for an 
hour or so but to see these talented cadets for a whole 
week is wonderful.  Helping them work towards the Friday 
night concert is one of the most rewarding things we do 
and this is by far the best group of musicians the ACO has 
brought in my time.”

For the concert it is usual for some of the professional 
musicians to sit-in with the cadets. This year saw the lowest 
number ever; a testament to the quality of the cadet 
musicians. The concert programme featured a variety of 
pieces including traditional marches, film and TV themes, 
light classical tunes and as part of their encore a medley of 
tunes made famous by the rock group Queen. In addition 
to working on pieces for the whole band some cadets were 
selected to be featured on the night. 

Part of the trombone section performed a quartet while 303 
(Worksop) Sqn’s Instructor CWO Julie Tompkins joined Cdt 
Cpl Christina Ostacchini from 220 (St Albans) Sqn to play 
an oboe duet and 17-year-old Cdt Laura Iddles from 1036 
(Bury) Sqn performed a superb vocal solo including “Bring 
Him Home” from Les Misérables. 

Christina said: “This was my first time applying to Concert 
Band Camp and I was very excited to find that I had 
been selected. I was initially quite worried as the only 
cadet from Herts & Bucks Wing attending so I didn’t 
know anyone else, however, I quickly got to know the 

Cadets  
Hit The  
Right Note

“It was one of the best 
weeks ever and the 
musical standards of the 
cadets were amongst the 
highest I have known.”

By Wg Cdr Gil Singleton, 

Air Cadets’ Principal Director of Music

Eighteen year old drummer  

CWO LUkE HOROBIN from 

425 (Aldridge) Sqn. 

“This is my fifth National Concert Band 

Camp. I am a Grade eight on kit drum and 

Grade five on Alto Saxophone. I want to join 

the RAF as a Musician next year as well as getting some grades 

on xylophone. When not playing I listen to jazz, funk, hip hop - 

anything really.” 

Seventeen year old CHARLOTTE JONES from 

324 (Neath) Sqn, No 3 Welsh Wing. 

“Initially I applied because it sounded like a good time and 

‘ve come back because I enjoyed it so much. I have 

now been to eight camps, including Marching Band 

Camps. I am working towards my Grade eight 

Tuba and play Bass Guitar but have not taken any 

grades in that. I have had a very good week and 

enjoyed seeing what the Regiment Band does.”

Winner of Wilmer Memorial Trophy 16 year old  

CADET ANN-LOUISE JONES (Pictured above) a clarinettist 

from 2312 (Tavistock) Sqn. 

She has only been a cadet for six months but applied to camp  

because she wants to join the RAF as a musician and felt this 

unique camp would give her a good insight. She is studying for 

her Diploma in Clarinet and will be taking it in July. 
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(except for the run), but it doesn’t need 
to be. 

It can be the best score/repetitions 
in an agreed interval. As with all the 
sections of the DofE there is a process 
to follow.

•	 Preparation. Decide what you 
are going to do, and remember 
it must be one activity only, not a 
mixture. Identify the person who 
is going to monitor your progress 
and discuss your goals. Decide at 
what level you are starting and 

what improvement you are hoping 
to achieve.

•	 Training. Undertake any training 
required, which may include 
learning the techniques of the 
activity and warming up and 
cooling down.

•	 Activity. Get on with it for the 
required period, an average of 
one hour per week. With some of 
the outdoor activities this may be 
a half or a full day session once a 
fortnight, or once a month, but it 
must span the whole period.

•	 Assessment. Upload evidence of 
your activity on e-DofE as you go 
along and on completion review 
your achievement with your 
assessor, and obtain a report from 
him/her. Remember the more 
you put on e-DofE the better your 
achievement pack will look.

Whether you’re into sports, dance or 
general fitness it doesn’t matter – you 
can choose to do something you’re 
interested in. 

You don’t need to be a star athlete or the 
fittest person in the world to complete 
your Physical section. As long as you 
have fun, get better and fitter, then you’ll 
have done it! And now the summer is 
here, there’s no better time to think about 
getting that physical section of your DofE 
done. 

From playing for a local sports club to 
weekly dance classes, from archey to 
badminton, from cycling to orienteering, 
from tennis to canoeing – almost any 
dance, sport or fitness activity can count, 
including the martial arts (but check 
which ones are acceptable before you 
start!) 

What if you don’t do sports? Have you 
thought of cheer leading, walking or 
yoga?  And if you just aren’t interested 

in any of these, how do you get your physical done? There 
are still the physical achievement tests, a programme that 
was designed just for this situation. So what do you need to 
do? Simply do the following tests over the period required, 
and show some improvement. 

•	 Ball speed bounce - a tennis ball using right and left-
hand alternate catching for one minute, rebounding the 
ball against a wall or flat vertical surface

•	 Trunk curl

•	 Push up - all participants should undertake the hand/
knee version or the full version by agreement

•	 Skipping using any foot pattern - number of repetitions  
in one minute

•	 Speed test

•	 Single leg squat thrusts

•	 Run

Many people use a points system to monitor improvement 
performance, recording the number completed in a minute 

Let’s Get Physical !
Fancy yourself as the next Jonny Wilkinson, kelly Holmes  
or Stuart Broad? Well, now’s your chance to prove it!   
This part of your DofE programme is all about getting active. 

By Sqn Ldr Helen Gerrish, Corps DofE Development Officer

??????

E-DofE has undergone a major 
restyle so navigating through the 
system is now much easier and 
more streamlined. 

If you haven’t been on recently, 
take a look. And if you aren’t on 
there yet, talk to your DofE leader at 
the sqn, and start using e-DofE: it’s 
the way forward.

Lasting Memory

Did you know that you can get an 
achievement pack on completion 
of your DofE which will contain 
all the evidence that you input on 
e-DofE? 

If you thought the record book was 
a good keepsake, this is something 
else and far superior. Another good 
reason for getting onto e-DofE 
and controlling what the finished 
product will look like. 

For more information, visit www.
dofe.org
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Vital Role 
Flight Sergeant Vanessa Neilson is an Air 

Traffic Controller based at RAF Cranwell. 
She currently works for RAF Recruiting and 

her role is to promote and recruit candidates 
into the Air Traffic Control branch. 

Before going into recruiting Vanessa worked in 
the control tower at RAF Cranwell. Vanessa says 

“There are usually seven controllers on a shift and 
we rotate roles every hour or so to keep ourselves 

fresh. We deal with all take-offs and landings, liaise 
with civilian aircraft passing through our airspace, and 

alert all traffic to potential hazards.”  

Air Traffic Controllers play such a vital and varied role; 
within a year of joining Vanessa had worked with almost 

every type of aircraft in the RAF.  She has also been on 
several operational tours, each one very different. “In 
Bosnia, I organised the helicopter flight programme and in 

Oman I supported the Hercules fleet flying into Kabul.” 

Vanessa even made a video diary of her time in Iraq which 
you can see on the RAF Youtube channel. Vanessa says “a 
highlight of my career was working in Cyprus at the Rescue 
Co-ordination Centre, “We were responsible for any rescues of 
our own aircraft, and would also assist the Cypriot authorities 
if a ship was in trouble. It was a great role – and being based in 
Cyprus wasn’t bad either!” 

Vanessa has also made the most of the sporting activities 
the RAF has to offer and took part in the Perth to Sydney leg 
of exercise Transglobe last year. If you are interested in being 
an Air Traffic Controller you can find out more by looking at 
RAFCareers.com

Want To Find Out More?

The RAF also runs Air Cadet work 
experience camps at RAF 
Shawbury four times 
a year.  Each camp 
has five places and 
it won’t cost you 
anything to attend. 

The camp lasts three 
days and you’ll stay two 
nights in the Sergeants’ 
Mess - you’ll need to be 16 
or over to apply though. On the 
camp you’ll get to spend time 
observing students undergoing 
the course and talk to them about 
being an Air Traffic Controller and 
the RAF in general. There will be 
an opportunity to visit the Air 
Traffic Control Tower at Shawbury 
and you’ll be shown both aspects 
of controlling looking out of the 
windows or on radar. On the last 
day you’ll even get to practise 
some basic controlling skills on the 
Basic Radar Skills Trainer! Finally 
there’ll be a chance to do some 
sport and visit the gym.

If you would like to take part and 
would like some more information 
please contact WO Brown via 
e-mail on Stephen.Owen-
Browne759@mod.uk

Cadet Meets  
Helicopter Heroine
 
Cadet Poppy Walford came face to face with her 
heroine, Flt Lt Michelle Goodman ,the first woman 
to be awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for 
her actions while serving in Iraq, during a visit to 
the National Memorial Arboretum.

Thirteen-year-old Poppy, from Burton Sqn, 
who has ambitions to become a Chinook 
helicopter pilot, was delighted to meet 
her heroine.  

Flt Lt Goodman was visiting the 
National Memorial Arboretum to 
lend her support to the NMA Appeal, 
an £8 million redevelopment 
campaign, launched in 2009 for the 
development of the Arboretum’s 
buildings and the creation of 
a world-renowned centre for 
Remembrance.

Interested In An RAF Career?

“Despite what you may of heard or seen, the RAF is 
recruiting now and has exciting opportunities for all 
educational abilities. We are still recruiting across all 
trades and branches and we are recruiting now - just 
visit rafcareers.com for more information.  We need to 
recruit about 2,000 people this year, so please get in 
touch.”  

Gp Capt Ian Tolfts, Director of RAF Recruiting
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RADAR ...

Win Tickets  
To RIAT

The aviation event of the year returns 
to RAF Fairford in Gloucestershire 
next month and you are invited to be part of the 
summer’s biggest birthday bash as we celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of this exciting  airshow on July 16-17. 

The Royal Air Force’s legendary Red Arrows head a list of 
spectacular aerobatic display teams and they will be joined 
by hundreds more exciting and colourful aircraft including 
fast jets, giant transporters, classic warbirds and helicopters 
in a thrilling flying and static display. The Air Cadets’ 70th 
Anniversary will be marked with a spectacular flypast of 11 
aircraft from across the ages.

The showground features an exciting range of interactive 
activities suitable for all ages including the hi-octane Ford 
Liveshow, the Top Gear Experience simulator, motorcycle 
stunt teams, flight simulators, freestyle mountain bike 
display teams, children’s quad bikes and the world land 
speed record challenging Bloodhound SSC model jet-
propelled car. Visitors to the Air Tattoo on Sunday 17 July will 
also be able to enjoy an exclusive performance courtesy of 
Alexandra Burke, the soul diva who has gone on to 
achieve superstardom since winning The X 
Factor in 2008. 

With all this on offer, this summer’s airshow 
represents excellent value for money. Tickets for 
the Air Tattoo, staged in support of the Royal Air 
Force Charitable Trust, are priced at £39.00. To 
purchase, call the Ticketline on 0800 107 1940 
or visit www.airtattoo.com

Air Cadet has 10 pairs of tickets to the 
airshow for Sunday 17th July up for grabs. 
Simply answer the question below and 
then send your answer, together with your 
name, address and telephone number 
either by post to RIAT competition, Media 
& Communications, HQAC, RAF Cranwell, 
Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8HB or by email to 
mmo@atc.raf.mod.uk to arrive no later 
than Wednesday, 6th July. The first 10 
correct entries drawn at random after that 
date will each receive a pair of tickets. 

Question: 
The Royal International 

Air Tattoo celebrates 
which anniversary 

this year?
Dawning Of The Jet Age

Richard Robson’s ‘An Airman of 
the Queen, my lads’ is essentially 
a book of personal anecdotes 
based on the author’s career as 
an RAF pilot and interspersed 
with some interesting (if 
sometimes arcane) technical 
detail. 

It is certainly not, and does not 
pretend to be, a history of the period covered but does 

highlight the very great differences between the early 
post-war RAF and the Service now – technically and also 
in culture and outlook. Inevitably, this earlier RAF reflects 
the culture of the times and interesting it is too! 

I suspect Mr Robson has another book in him and I think 
that should be a much more personal account of his own 
experiences – in the RAF and later. 

A QFI and Staff Officer who then becomes a schoolteacher 
must have some more stories to tell and insights to share. 

 

Reviewed by Sqn Ldr John England
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On The Edge Of Your Seat!

 If you have ever wondered what it 
actually feels like to soar amongst 
the clouds or to take part in an 
intense aerial battle wonder no 
more. Visitors to the Royal Air Force 
Museum will be able to experience 
all the thrills and exhilaration of 
powered flight by entering the 
Museum’s newest exhibit – its 
4-Dimensional Theatre. 

Combining cutting-edge 3D 
computer animation with the added 
dimension of dynamic seating and 
special environmental effects you 
will be transported directly into the 
middle of the action to become one 

of the crew of a B-17 Bomber on a 
mission over enemy territory or a jet 
pilot careering along a desert canyon 
or even a passenger in an airship 
witnessing the history of flight. Air 
Cadet sent along cadets from 85 
(Enfield & Southgate) Sqn to the RAF 
Museum, Hendon, to discover the 
fourth dimension.

Cpl Patel said: “My favourite was 
Ravine Race as you got to experience 
the race from the pilot’s perspective. 
I thought it was very exciting and 
full of action. The 4D effects as you 
went through the canyons really 
made the experience more realistic. 
The sensation of speed, as the 
aircraft skimmed over water and 

took sharp turns, was heightened by 
the movements of the seats in the 
theatre. My favourite part was when 
the aircraft splashed through the 
water, and sprayed us with water.” 

Cdt Cox added: “I had great fun; it was 
exciting, exhilarating and way beyond 
my expectations. It was realistic, fun 
and very enjoyable.  It felt real and 
that added to the excitement and the 
thrill – would like to go on it again,” 
said Cdt El-Batel.

Adult Sgt Elwyn-Clark commented: 
“The 4D theatre is a fantastic and 
modern approach to engaging 
young minds into aviation and the 
spirit of adventure. The effects will 
leave you shocked and amazed 
and, at times, you’ll forget you’re 
just sitting in a room.  A fantastic 
experience and I would highly 
recommend a visit for the whole 
family.”

Entry to the Royal Air Force Museum 
is free of charge to visitors. Tickets 
for each ride cost £4 per person 
and a family ticket (two adults, two 
children) costs £12. For further details 
about the Museum’s 4D Theatre visit 
www.rafmuseum.org/london or 
dial 020 8205 2266.
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Cadets from Norfolk and Suffolk 
Wing have taken part in a 
marksmanship training day at RAF 
Honington. 

Some 47 cadets from squadrons 
parented by RAF Honington were 
taught by qualified and experienced 
staff how to hold and how to 
accurately fire the 0.22” No8 Rifle and 
the L98A2 Cadet General Purpose 
Rifle at targets 25m away. 

The aim for the cadets was to gain 
experience firing the rifles and to 

obtain Marksmanship awards. For 
many it was the first experience of 
a Wing Shoot, meeting like-minded 
young people from across the local 
area all and having a great day in the 
sun.

Flt Lt Neill Ovenden Wing Shooting 
Officer said: “For many it was the first 
experience of a Wing Shoot. I was 
pleased with the progress the cadets 
made throughout the day with all 
of them showing some form of 
improvement.”

St George’s Day Parade

More than 130 air cadets from London and Middlesex 
Wings joined colleagues from the other cadet 
services for a St George’s Day parade at The Cenotaph 
in Whitehall.

In front of an appreciative audience of tourists and 
supporters, a total of some 400 cadets paraded with 
representatives of the Royal Society of St George, the 
Lord Mayor of Westminster, Councillor Judith Warner, 
and the Commandant of the ACO, Air Cdre Barbara 
Cooper. 

After a short service at the Cenotaph, the cadets 
marched past where Air Cdre Cooper took the salute. 
Afterwards, Air Cdre Cooper took the opportunity 
to speak to some of her cadets, including 17-year-
old Cdt Cpl Hannah Solomons, a member of 48F 
(Hampstead) Sqn. Hannah said that she was “very 
pleased to be able to represent my squadron and the 
ATC on this parade”. 

Air Cdre Cooper said that she was pleased to see 
such a smart parade but was particularly proud of 
the ATC cadets. OC London Wing, Wg Cdr Saleem 
Naeem added that it had been a good day and that 
the cadets could go home feeling very proud of a 
fantastic day.

History Preserved

The 72 year history of 115 (Peterborough) Sqn is to 
be preserved thanks to a grant from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.  

The award of £7,200 will allow a group of cadets, 
led by Cdt FS Dan Schofield, to collate and digitally 
archive hundreds of photographs and articles as well 
as researching the squadron. It is hoped eventually to 
produce a DVD that will be available on the squadron 
website.

Solo Success

Sixteen-year-old Cdt Sam Neighbour from 22 (Sandy) 
Sqn went solo in a glider for the first time to gain his 
silver gliding wings. Sam, who is currently studying 
for his GCSEs, completed his gliding scholarship over 
five weekends at RAF Henlow, Bedfordshire.

The intensive course, run by 616 VGC, culminated 
with Sam’s first ever solo flight to gain his silver 
gliding wings, an amazing accomplishment for 
someone who isn’t even old enough to drive a car. 

Sam said:”It has been an amazing experience 
which I had never dreamt of doing, and I now 
hope to return to train as a staff cadet and 
eventually learn to teach others.”

Cadets See RAF First-Hand 

More than 150 CCF and ATC cadets have spent a week learning about life 
on a military station. RAF Halton, known as the gateway to the RAF, hosted 
the cadets during the three-week long Easter break.  

The cadets from Thames Valley Wing, Plymouth and Cornwall Wing and 
various CCF units were able to see first-hand what recruit training is like and 
also take part in a range of activities such as high ropes, leadership exercises, 
night exercises, sport and, of course, lots of drill! 

Cdt Jack Whitehouse, 14, from Queen Mary’s Grammar School, said: “I’ve really 
enjoyed camp at Halton, especially the high ropes. I’ve 

met lots of people I didn’t know before and made 
some really good friends.”

Cdt Lois Parman, 15, from 136 (Chipping 
Norton) Sqn, said: “I’ve only been in the 
cadets for a year and a half so this is my first 
Easter Camp at an RAF Station. It’s been 
really good at RAF Halton and I’ve made 
loads of new friends.”

 
 
 
 

Cadet Direct, 
one of the 
leading UK 
suppliers of 
military clothing, 
footwear and 
equipment 
has teamed up 
with Air Cadet 
to run a special 
competition for 
readers of the 
magazine.
 
There is a brand 
new Bergan up 
for grabs in this 
issue. Simply 
answer the question below and then email your answer to 
competitions@cadetdirect.com to arrive no later than Friday, 
26th August. The first correct entry drawn at random will 
receive the prize, as detailed below.

Question: Where will the RAF’s new  
Reaper Squadron be formed?

PLCE INFANTRY BERGAN, DPM, 
IRR 100L (WEB PRICE £99.95)

Genuine issue full size long back 100 litre PLCE Cordura® 
bergan with waist belt. Features include padded back, 
internal lightweight metal frame, single rear zipped utility 
pouch, side straps and zip attachments (for PLCE side 
pouches and/or kipmat - available separately) and zipped 
pocket lid with elasticated hem. 

All our PLCE products satisfy stringent UK military 
requirements covering infra-red reflection (IRR), thermal 
signature and flame resistance and are supplied by 
approved MoD manufacturers. Suitable for both professional 
and cadet use. Approx Size: 54cm (L) x 36cm (W) x 25cm (D). 
Colour: British Woodland DPM.

on Your 
Marks ...

The Air Cadet Organisation’s National Marching Band 
was at the home of English rugby recently, performing 
in front of more than 46,000 people at Twickenham 
Stadium.

The band had been invited to provide pre-match 
entertainment ahead of a league game between 
London Wasps and Bath rugby clubs and also to play 
the National Anthem before kick-off. The ACO National 
Marching Band is made up of cadets from across the UK 
and their appearance at Twickenham marked the end 
of a week-long band camp designed to develop the 
musicians’ skills. This was the fourth band camp to take 
place and involved some 76 cadets along with 17 staff, 
including Sqn Ldr Nick Sermon, Director of Music, ACO 
Marching Bands.

As well as taking to the pitch at Twickenham, the cadets 
also performed at the Imperial War Museum Duxford in 
Cambridgeshire. Cadets wishing to join the ACO National 
Marching Band and take part in future camps need to 
request details from their OC.

Image: Richard Pallett

70 Years Of Cadets At Caterham School

Commandant Air Cadets, Air Cdre Barbara Cooper, 
visited Caterham School CCF as the Inspecting Officer 
for their 70th Annual General Inspection. 

The day also gave the cadets the opportunity to 
demonstrate the skills they have gained by being in 
the cadet forces and culminated in a noisy platoon 
attack. During the final parade the 
Commandant presented cadets 
with awards and presented an 
RAF Ceremonial Sword to the 
Contingent Commander, Wg 
Cdr Kevin Bage, to mark the 
70th anniversary of cadet 
forces at Caterham School.

Marching Band Tackles

Twickenham

Winner of the Spring 2011 Cadet Direct competition is  

Cdt Sgt Richard Shanahan from 393 (Finchley) Sqn.

CoMPetItIoN
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